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NEXT PTO MEETING: Tuesday, December 13 at 6:30 pm. IN PERSON
@ VHE in the library & via Zoom. Link HERE.

This is a long email! Make sure to expand your email to view the
whole message. You'll see a singing hedgehog at the end!

www.VanHisePTO.org

Tonight's Parent's Night Out is officially
CANCELLED. More info coming soon.

Stronger Together
in 2022-23

It is all about connecting in 2022-23!
On December 2nd we launched our
Parent Empowerment Group for Black
Van Hise scholars with a kick off
dinner. This is our fourth year of

supporting an empowerment group that serves to lift the voices of our
scholars and families that have been historically marginalized. We honor
that the experience of being black at Van Hise is unique when compared
to other MMSD elementary schools, and taking time to foster the
development of connections for families and our scholars at empowerment
group meetings is critical to our school improvement. 

Our theme of wanting EVERYONE to experience a sense of belonging at
Van Hise guides this work. This year the group is supported by a district
grant. We provided our families with dinner from a locally owned black
female business and raffled off prizes donated from our own community of
black-owned businesses. Families and scholars enjoyed connecting with
each other at this event. Thank you to everyone who participated and
especially to Ms. Chanel, Ms. Keona Farris-Stovall and Ms. Gamez for
working to support this event.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82707738187?pwd=M2twR3NtL2hkMnlUNTd3VllKamQ5QT09#success
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In addition to lifting the voices of our black scholars, this month we are
also focusing on gratitude and kindness. My morning announcements have
focused on the power of gratitude and have included challenges that
center on sharing appreciations. I have shared that research has
documented that being grateful improves your overall mental and physical
health. This week I included my own gratitude for Oliver, the beagle mix
rescue that joined me this summer! Please encourage your hedgie to
share with you what they are grateful for and model your own gratitude…
you may find that it feels as good giving an appreciation as it does getting
one!  

In closing, please know that the staff and I continue to be
grateful for all that our parent community does to support us
during the 2022-23 school year. We have focused on self
care this school year and our PTO stepped up on
November 28th and provided us with a spa day unlike any

other. We felt pampered and appreciated. Please find time during the
upcoming winter break to practice your own self care and know that you
are valued!   

Grateful to be a hedgehog,
Mary

Events at a Glance | DECEMBER
 

DECEMBER 2 - 16
FOOD DRIVE COLLECTION

DECEMBER 9
PARENTS' NIGHT OUT

**EVENT CANCELLED**
 

DECEMBER 13
PTO MEETING

In-Person & via Zoom

DECEMBER 21
BEGINNING OF WINTER BREAK

  
Parent's Night Out CANCELLED

Tonight
The district has cancelled all evening activities due to the

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82707738187?pwd=M2twR3NtL2hkMnlUNTd3VllKamQ5QT09#success


danger posed by the weather. We are disappointed to
announce that Parent's Night Out has been officially
cancelled. Principal Seidl also communicated this news
from the office via email. More information about
reschedulling will be communicated soon.

December Hybrid PTO Meeting

We are thrilled to announce that in-person PTO
meetings are back! December's meeting will be on

December 13th at 6:30 pm
in the VHE Library.

Because we understand that Zooming in is easier for many, we will
continue to host the meeting over Zoom as well. For those who will join us
online, the Zoom link is HERE.

As is the policy during the day, masks are strongly suggested but not
required at the in-person meeting. We hope to see you there!

*Note: We will not have babysitting available for the December in-person
meeting, but we will be arranging it for future meetings.

After School Classes
*3 Additional Classes Offered*

The PTO is thrilled to be able to offer an
entire program of After School classes
again, with a session starting in January.
This program serves as both enrichment for

our kids - both academically based and play based focused classes are
offered. It also serves as an additional childcare option for many families,
in that classes run after the end of the school day. Registration fees serve
as both how we pay our fantastic teachers and help raise money for PTO
programs.

You can register online on our website at:
https://www.vanhisepto.org/after-school-classes.

Our registration is run through a website called Popsicle, where you can
create an account, register your student(s), see available classes, and
make your payment.

We have added 3 new classes since registration began! They are
currently live and ready online. You can learn about them here:

SCRATCH: (4th and 5th) Tuesdays, Feb 14 - May 2nd ($110)
Create your own animations, games, stories, and interactive art using
Scratch, a highly visual programming language developed for beginning
programmers. Scratch helps young programmers learn how to think
creatively, work collaboratively, and reason systematically. Returning

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82707738187?pwd=M2twR3NtL2hkMnlUNTd3VllKamQ5QT09#success
https://www.vanhisepto.org/after-school-classes
https://popsicle.app/parents/VHE/login


students welcome! Taught by UW Computer Science Students &
supervised by Mrs. Drenk. Registration will be limited to 15 students.

NaNoWriMo- Part 2:  (4th and 5th) Wednesdays, Jan 18 - March
22 ($110)
Did you write a story in November during National Novel Writing Month?
Now it's time to edit, revise and publish our books! If you have your story
typed, we will fix up your writing, create your author page, design a cover,
write your synopsis, and get all the parts ready for your very own
published book! Join Mrs. Mahr, Mrs. Drenk, and our editing team during
this exciting after-school class!

Deal Me In: (4th and 5th) Thursdays, January 12th - March
22nd ($90)
Are you ready to play new and old card games? We are! Come hang out
with Mrs. Mahr & Mrs. Drenk as we laugh and learn to love card games
like Garbage, Snap, Golf, Anomia, Taco Cat Goat Cheese Pizza, one
handed Solitaire, and more! We will learn one game each week and play it
with friends in the class.

VHE Community Food Drive
The kindergarten classes at VHE are
sponsoring a community food drive to help our
neighbors in the Madison area that are
experiencing food insecurity.

Items will be collected from December 2nd -16th

All items donated will be donated to the River Food Pantry. You may donate
either non-perishable food or hygiene items. This is also a competition between
classrooms to earn a class popcorn party!

VHE Social Worker Update
Our school social worker, Rachael Nachtwey,
has taken a leave of absence this Fall. She is
planning to return in 2023; however, until then,

we are fortunate to have Bethany Cooke join us. Bethany recently started the social
work position at Hamilton Middle School so she has been right down the hallway! We
are excited for her to join us.. Please reach out with any social work questions to
Bethany (bdcooke@madison.k12.wi.us).  

THANK YOU!
It is with extreme gratitude that we wrap up this
year's Direct Appeal Fundraising Campaign. We
are pleased to announce that we raised 80% of our
targeted goal - an impressive fund to do our work
supporting our school and community. Thank you
for the generosity of so many this year. We

appreciate the gesture during what is, we understand, a difficult time for
many.

If you missed the Direct Appeal this year and would like to donate money

mailto:bdcooke@madison.k12.wi.us


to the PTO, the opportunity remains open. Just his the "Donate" button on
our website at www.vanhisepto.org.

Library Volunteers Needed
The VHE Library is interested in volunteers to help with
shelving books to keep up with our busy readers! If you are
interested in coming in and helping to keep our cozy space
organized, our Librarian, Jennifer Follett, will be able to
meet with you informally on your first visit to go over the
different areas of the library and the call numbers. 

This doesn't have to be a weekly commitment, yet you are welcome to come in
weekly. We are looking for volunteers between 9:00 - 11:30 am or 12:30 - 1:30 pm
on Thursdays. Volunteer shifts may range from 30 minutes to 2 hours. We are
flexible - whatever works best for you! Please be in touch with Jennifer at
jafollett@madison.k12.wi.us if you're interested!

Thanks for your support!
-Jennifer Follett, VHE Librarian

Winter Gear Request

With the cold settling in and snow in the air, the
health office is in need of winter gear. Specifically:

Gloves and Mittens (we currently have none)
Boots in smaller sizes

Playground Volunteers
We cannot thank our volunteers enough for
the help that they have been providing on the
playground. It is such a help to teachers and

staff! If you'd like to sign up for more shifts or haven't had a chance but would like to
volunteer, there are still slots open. Each shift is 30 minutes. Volunteers can check in
at the office before they begin.

*Remember, to volunteer, you must have completed the MMSD steps to become an
"Approved Volunteer" (see the MMSD volunteer page for informationsee the MMSD volunteer page for information). 

Playground Volunteer Sign Up

Staff News
We wanted to share that the wife of one of our custodians,

http://www.vanhisepto.org
mailto:jafollett@madison.k12.wi.us
https://www.madison.k12.wi.us/partnerships/volunteering
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090b4aafa92baaf49-lunch3


Andy, is facing a health crisis. Sheryl Schnabel is currently
battling cancer and is receiving Hospice care. Our heart goes
out to all of our community members, particularly those
encountering difficult times. If you would like to support Andy
and Sheryl, you may visit their GoFundMe page at
https://gofund.me/9a9948bb.

*This is not a PTO fundraiser, but a sharing of news. Our
best wishes go out to you, Andy and Sheryl.

With Gratitude...
Thank you to all who have been generous in their
donations of items for the extra special Staff
Appreciation events the PTO has facilitated recently!
We will be planning more treats for staff in the coming
year. We thought you might like a peek as some of the

treats we've presented to staff.

You've reached the end. We hope to see you Tuesday,
12/13 at the PTO meeting! Check www.vanhisepto.org
for updates.
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