November 2022
NEXT PTO MEETING: Tuesday, November 8 at 6:30 pm. Zoom link
HERE.
This is a long email! Make sure to expand your email to view the
whole message. You'll see a singing hedgehog at the end!
www.VanHisePTO.org

Gratitude for a productive first quarter
of 2022-23!

Our final staff meeting of the first quarter was
Monday! This year we are working with our PTO to
support staff appreciation every month. Our staff
enjoyed a “make your own trail mix” bar and had
fun coming together to decorate our library a bit! We are grateful
for the support of our PTO in helping us come together as a staff.

Later in the week, Thursday, we celebrated the
end of quarter one with an all-school
assembly. We sang our school song, did the wave
and gave a high five to our mascot, Hugo the
Hedgehog. These assemblies honor the work that
students are doing in our SELS or social-emotional
learning time. This quarter the focus was on how we do school at
Van Hise so students learned about classroom expectations, safety
protocols like fire drills and shelter procedures, the learning pit and
zones - ask your hedgie what it means to be in the red zone versus
the green zone! It was a great launch to the school year - the
second quarter will focus on problem solving!
In closing, our first quarter will draw to a close with Fall
conferences. We look forward to sharing with you samples of your
child’s work and what we will be working on to support your
hedgie’s growth this school year. Please reach out if you have any

questions or concerns - and remember to check out our lost and
found (located across from the entrance doors by the office). All
items will be donated after conferences.
Thank you for a great start to the school year - please stay well!
-Mary Seidl

Events at a Glance | NOVEMBER
NOVEMBER 3&4

NOVEMBER 4

CONFERENCES
&
BOOK FAIR

NO SCHOOL

NOVEMBER 8

NOVEMBER 14

PTO MEETING

PORTILLOS RESTAURANT
NIGHT

6:30 PM via Zoom
5 - 8:00 PM

NOVEMBER 23-25
NO SCHOOL

Volunteers Needed!!
Many Thursday & Friday Shifts Open
Our Scholastic Book Fair is set up in the
library ready for folks to check things out
during conferences on Thursday & Friday.
To make it happen, though, we need volunteers to staff the sale!We
have shortened shifts to one hour each (with a 15 minute overlap added to
get learn the ropes), and you may bring your children along with you
during your shift. Thank you for your help in making this year's sale
happen!
Book Fair Sign
Up

(The online sale is open November 3 - 16!
https://bookfairs.scholastic.com/bf/vanhise)

Teacher Potluck: Sign Up
The PTO has a tradition of putting together a potluck for
teachers and staff during conferences. If you're able to
bring something in, head to our sign up page today. It's a
great way to show your appreciation for all the great work
our teachers and staff do. Thanks so much to everyone who has already
signed up!
Potluck Sign
Up

Restaurant Night: Portillos
We hope you'll join us for a Restaurant Night at Portillos at 7230 W Towne Way.

November 14th 5 - 8:00pm
It's a great way to have a fun meal and raise money for the PTO - 20% of all sales
come right back to our organization! Check out the flyer below for details.

Personal Technology Policy
Can my child wear their apple watch or bring their cell
phone?
Our device policy:
Please know that students may bring apple watches and
cell phones to school; however, they must not be a
distraction to our school day. If we see that students are
using any device instead of engaging with school, they will be asked to put the

device in their backpack, with the sound turned off. If they are unable to comply
with this for any reason or if they continue to be distracted by the device, we
may hold the device until the end of the day in the classroom or office. Please
feel free to reach out if you have any questions.

REMINDER!

Direct Appeal
Our annual Direct Appeal Fundraising
Campaign is open! So many of the wonderful programs and opportunities the PTO
facilitates for the students, staff, and community are possible because of the funds
raised during the Direct Appeal. If you are able, we encourage you to head to our
webpage today!

https://www.vanhisepto.org/direct-appeal-2022-23
Any amount is welcomed. We understand that not all families are able to donate this
year. We hope that all will join us at our monthly meeting on Tuesday, November 8th
via Zoom.

News From the Nurse
Free Vaccine Clinics
We don’t want our kids to miss anything this year, so
make sure your child is caught up on all their vaccinations.
MMSD is hosting two vaccine clinics in collaboration with
SSM Health for students, families and staff!
Thursday 11/3/22 3:30-7:00pm at Emerson Elementary School
Saturday 11/5/22 9:00am - 1:00pm at Memorial High School
Both clinics will offer the following vaccines:
5-11 years old: Covid Primary Pfizer series 1st dose or 2nd dose, Bivalent
Booster
12 years and older & Adults: 1st dose, 2nd dose, Bivalent Booster
Influenza (Flu) vaccines- ages 5+
Tdap vaccine - ages 11+
These clinics are free. SSM and the other insurance providers are working together to
cover the cost of the clinics to keep the events free of charge.
About COVID-19 Vaccines
COVID-19 vaccines available in the United States are effective at protecting people
from getting seriously ill, being hospitalized, and dying. As with other vaccinepreventable diseases, you are protected best from COVID-19 when you stay up to
date with the recommended vaccinations, including recommended boosters.The CDC
recommends that all individuals over 6 months get vaccinated against COVID-19.
You are eligible to receive the updated bivalent booster if it has been at least two
months since your last Covid vaccine (initial series or booster).
Key Facts About Seasonal Flu Vaccine
Tdap (Tetanus, Diphtheria, Pertussis) Vaccine: What you need to know

For more information, and to sign up, click here!
HERE is the link to the student symptom screener.
HERE is the link to the staff symptom screener.
Here is the link to registering with Covid Connect 2.
Here is the link to the school testing site locations and hours.
-Lauri Ysen, RN, NCSN
Pronouns: she/her/hers

Current Donation Request from our
Social Worker
Our school Social Worker, Rachael Nachtwey, works to
support families in our school community. We encourage
you to be in touch with her if your family needs support.
She has identified current donations needs.
Gender neutral or "boys" pants, size 8-10.
If you would like to make a donation, please contact Ms. Nachtwey
at rlnachtwey@madison.k12.wi.us before dropping off. Items can be marked with
"Rachael Nachtwey DONATION" and left in the front vestibule.

Ms. Mahr in the News
Our very own 5th grade teacher, Ms. Mahr,
is currently featured in an article through the
Overture Center. In the article, Ms. Mahr
celebrates the opportunity each year to
share the Overture's OnStage Program with
students. Thank you, Ms. Mahr, for your commitment to our kids and to all
you do to make Van Hise a great place to learn and grow!
Read the Article

You've reached the end. We hope to see you Tuesday,
11/08 at the PTO meeting! Check www.vanhisepto.org
for updates.
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