Van Hise Elementary Monthly Newsletter

December 2025

NEXT PTO MEETING:

This is a long email! Make sure to expand your email to view the
whole message. You'll see a singing hedgehog at the end!

www.VanHisePTO.org

December Newsletter Items Include:
e Thank you!
After School Classes Update
Direct Appeal
Updates from the School Social Worker
MMSD News
Garden and Green Spaces
Upcoming Reminders: Bucky Book + Minted

Thank You!

We are grateful for you and all that you do to support our
school community.

The VHE PTO (Parent Teacher Organization) is a volunteer-run organization
that works to engage our school community and enhance classroom learning
by providing volunteer and monetary support to a broad range of events and
projects that benefit students, teachers and families. All are members.

If you have any feedback or thoughts about how to engage this year - please
use the Hedgie Feedback Form.

If you want to be contacted about opportunities to volunteer or have specific
availability or interests, please consider submitting a volunteer interest form.

You can also visit the VHE PTO Sign-up Genius page to see what
opportunities are available to support our school community.

If you plan to volunteer with VHE, MMSD requires volunteers at school-based
events involving kids (including field trips) to be approved. Please work through
the MMSD volunteer page to get approved or check your current status.

After School Classes



https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82315088072?pwd=6PofMNeB7o8j8QFxtPlx0E9arR2UOI.1
http://www.vanhisepto.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfxbDSSJXWJ1CwmvsPvd_IlOIO8XvLsJ2LTw5BpbtCeZ7O6hQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeOlICGpNBfkI_giqR_PJwr-IJysVT96lVa_GbWUJj97ovdOw/viewform?usp=header
https://www.signupgenius.com/index.cfm?go=c.SignUpSearch&eid=0DC5CEDCFACDF76C&cs=09B7BADA8FB88B167B7E64735BC19BBD&sortby=startdate
https://www.madison.k12.wi.us/partnerships/volunteering

HELP STILL NEEDED - Help
the PTO deliver after school education —
please fill out our survey!

AFTER SCHOOL
CLASSES

The VHE PTO is actively working to address the
district's concerns about our PTO after

school classes. One hurdle is ensuring we have
supervisors in place from 3:20-3:38 each day we offer classes to help with the
transition after school as kids settle in for snacks and before instruction

begins. You can opt to receive after school class tuition credit when you sign up
to supervise.

Please complete this survey by December 15th if you are available to help fill
this necessary gap. We need adult supervisors on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and
Thursdays from 3:20-3:38.

REGISTRATION OPENS FRIDAY, DECEMBER 12 FOR WINTER CLASSES
Registration for Winter Classes begins Friday, December 12 at 12:00 PM and
closes Thursday, December 18 at 11:59 PM. Please be in touch

with prez@vanhisepto.org or afterschoolclasses@vanhisepto.org if you
have any questions.

The PTO remains committed to working with the school and district to
understand how best to structure the after school program that supports so
many of our families.

Please share your feedback here so that we can continue to build upon what
works and find ways to improve and make the program even better.

VAo i 2025-2026 Direct Appeal

//.;i [ hedgehogs!

Thank you to everyone who has helped contribute to our 2025-2026
Direct Appeal so far - we are at 22% of our goal' We will continue to
provide updates and share the many ways in which your donations are put
to use to support our school community.

Updates from the School Social Worker

VHE RESOURCE ROOM

The VHE Resource Room was created to help our community alleviate any
financial stressors that they are facing. We want all of our students to have
access to some basic needs so they can engage in academic, social and play
activities at school. This is available to the entire VHE community.

Families can put in one request per month using this form. Requests will be
accepted until the school year ends or supplies run out.This program is
made possible by the generosity of our community. Please request only



https://9jz8iquab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0010Qsd9WYaTDkWAretfhRpFMmdGwrIRIweyqdXl4zof9eiPolFoQ3cJu3GPqHs934XgeOP-ZLiKR6PKem_yGkovTrk6UaqgvuN19GbJoikHOvIHOTiF05QIi80lCDOyzo-4GV3121JqHxXbQ62Q6x4hRnDoeo2PsIaFJcVyvz0RJY=&c=vUu2BWI7ultWtgehkWWolXDGpFTYW1Fb7n-ERNM9yhE4MTobPPSl1w==&ch=GaWewHAEp7zXzCg6narv2eRttXwIm4FLyME4DruR5HhyWL9NbhgO_A==
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YDgHFhV3j_wr2DO6gvT0xPZhlsU_5X24GJOYqZlayf8/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YDgHFhV3j_wr2DO6gvT0xPZhlsU_5X24GJOYqZlayf8/edit?tab=t.0
mailto:prez@vanhisepto.org
mailto:afterschoolclasses@vanhisepto.org
https://9jz8iquab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001RS_WoiC2Iya2hHqlSi0hIhg0TwEFkyPyWa0o7tADUYSlizpbazXntaVj46t6FiBXDf6ZMuYR426hF3H3KKj71PLGczI5uMp6F2oX1An7fCc-f_w9kTWMUfuds8IJHBQQ0NvsO4kbk1JrjYOy03k-X2y3sbi8OJ2QEpM6hgYK_jhphJ1aesZzjzideN__iERjHC4425G9ooBPUXtKCVfAqkL5pVcFPd5Rwy-NkbIEoAW-C1xY-NsSDipBqZMPp9E8dpv7JFpkIZZMrqYWhLxrado__jcsS5-z&c=emwHvT-wCHaG2RayLJuaYj4_G7daUhQjwGqBHox8ya2WBzfxkNS6CQ==&ch=f-LsAg4a7pe6jYVqKSrvO1UBYjDHNVPaN1yPhdUk-bNn1ycjPRLXig==
https://9jz8iquab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001RS_WoiC2Iya2hHqlSi0hIhg0TwEFkyPyWa0o7tADUYSlizpbazXntaVj46t6FiBXDf6ZMuYR426hF3H3KKj71PLGczI5uMp6F2oX1An7fCc-f_w9kTWMUfuds8IJHBQQ0NvsO4kbk1JrjYOy03k-X2y3sbi8OJ2QEpM6hgYK_jhphJ1aesZzjzideN__iERjHC4425G9ooBPUXtKCVfAqkL5pVcFPd5Rwy-NkbIEoAW-C1xY-NsSDipBqZMPp9E8dpv7JFpkIZZMrqYWhLxraYe3HzmJZxcu&c=emwHvT-wCHaG2RayLJuaYj4_G7daUhQjwGqBHox8ya2WBzfxkNS6CQ==&ch=f-LsAg4a7pe6jYVqKSrvO1UBYjDHNVPaN1yPhdUk-bNn1ycjPRLXig==
https://www.vanhisepto.org/direct-appeal-2025-26
https://www.vanhisepto.org/direct-appeal-2025-26
https://www.vanhisepto.org/direct-appeal-2025-26
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScJE1Yx3XbHWct-deKdQVcMnrfRKkYorgfrAxH4L1_xzfXeOQ/viewform?usp=dialog

what you need so we can support as many families as possible. There are
no requirements or questions asked to access the resource room. Once
you have completed the form, please allow one week to receive the
supplies.

Information is confidential and not shared. School Social Worker, Amy Robel,
manages the requests and the resource room.

MMSD News

Recent updates and opportunities announced by MMSD include:

¢ MMSD Strategic Framework
e Boundary Review

o Volunteer Opportunities

o Winter Weather Reminders

The PTO looks forward to working with MMSD's Director of Family,
Youth and Community Engagement. We are excited to explore
opportunities to partner more with the West-feeding elementary
schools this year and we anticipate the PTO-led work to support
parent and family empowerment groups and meetings last year will
transition to be more school- and MMSD-led this year.

Van Hise Spiritwear

Are you interested in helping design spiritwear for
VHE? If so, please contact
communications@vanhisepto.org.

Garden and Green Spaces Team
Updates

VHE PTO Garden and Green Spaces Team Meetings - all
are welcome. The committee meets in the VHE library.
e Wednesday, February 4th from 5:00PM - 6:00PM
e Wednesday, April 8th from 5:00PM - 6:00PM

Bucky Books

We are excited to partner with Bucky Books again this year. The PTO receives
$10 for every book purchased. Click here to purchase your book today!


https://www.madison.k12.wi.us/about/news/article/~board/newsstories/post/excellence-together-how-community-input-is-shaping-the-districts-strategic-framework
https://www.madison.k12.wi.us/about/news/article/~board/boundary-review/post/building-for-the-future-latest-update-on-districts-boundary-review
https://www.madison.k12.wi.us/partnerships/volunteering
https://www.madison.k12.wi.us/about/news/article/~board/calendar-and-logistics/post/winter-weather-preparedness
https://www.madison.k12.wi.us/about/news/article/~board/newsstories/post/mmsd-welcomes-tyson-jackson-as-new-director-of-family-youth-and-community-engagement-1752088727078
https://www.madison.k12.wi.us/about/news/article/~board/newsstories/post/mmsd-welcomes-tyson-jackson-as-new-director-of-family-youth-and-community-engagement-1752088727078
mailto:communications@vanhisepto.org
https://www.buckybook.com/van-hise-pto-0

Minted

Shop & Support Van Hise: Every stationery and gift purchase helps our school!

Purchase items from Minted year-round with promo code FUNDRAISEVHPTO
to get 20% off your order and 10% will be donated back to the VHE PTO.

You've reached the end.

We hope to see you Tuesday, 1/13 at the PTO meeting!

Check www.vanhisepto.org for updates.
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