
October 2025

NEXT PTO MEETING: Tuesday, November 11th at 6:30pm.
IN PERSON @ VHE in the library. Zoom link HERE

This is a long email! Make sure to expand your email to view the
whole message. You'll see a singing hedgehog at the end!

​www.VanHisePTO.org

October Newsletter Items Include:
PTO Meeting Tuesday, November 11
Grade Level Meet-ups
October Events
Updates from the School Social Worker
MMSD News
Hedgie Gear
Garden and Green Spaces
After School Classes
Upcoming Reminders: Direct Appeal + Shake Shack + Chipotle + Bucky Book

We Welcome YOU!

Our next PTO Meeting is Tuesday, November 11th.
​

Join us for our second PTO meeting of the year!
We will review and approve Fall 2025 grant applications.

The VHE PTO (Parent Teacher Organization) is a volunteer-run organization
that works to engage our school community and enhance classroom learning by
providing volunteer and monetary support to a broad range of events and
projects that benefit students, teachers and families. All are members.

Please send any questions or agenda items to prez@vanhisepto.org.

We are still looking for volunteers -
At-large Board Members
Carnival Coordinator
Volunteer Coordinator
After School Class Coordinator
Playground Fund Committee Members

If you have any feedback or thoughts about how to engage this year - please
use the Hedgie Feedback Form.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82315088072?pwd=6PofMNeB7o8j8QFxtPlx0E9arR2UOI.1
http://www.vanhisepto.org
mailto:prez@vanhisepto.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfxbDSSJXWJ1CwmvsPvd_IlOIO8XvLsJ2LTw5BpbtCeZ7O6hQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://airtable.com/appEBVQLNzeWcXW13/pagCDSQKlmw21toBL/form
http://vanhisepto.org
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=madison&nav=6dfbcda1-2b21-469a-838e-1191b03c78ea


If you want to be contacted about opportunities to volunteer or have specific
availability or interests, please consider submitting a volunteer interest form. 

You can also visit the VHE PTO sign-up genius page to see what
opportunities are available to support our school community. 

If you plan to volunteer with VHE, MMSD requires volunteers at school-based
events involving kids (including field trips) to be approved. Please work through
the MMSD volunteer page to get approved or check your current status.

Grade-Level Meet-ups

The PTO is pleased to support the grade-level meet-ups underway.

You should hear from your teachers and/or family reps in your class about
meet-ups, hangouts, or playdates being scheduled around the neighborhood.

Building community and connections is important to the PTO and we encourage
you to opt into communications from your class and grade-level representatives
to stay connected and learn about future opportunities.

Thanks to this year's class representatives for organizing these great
community-building events for our school!

Events at a Glance | OCTOBER

October 14
Class Rep Meet-up
NO PTO MEETING

October 16 and 17
NO SCHOOL

October 21
Shake Shack Fundraiser (11 AM - 9 PM)

October 25
Garden Clean-up (10 AM - 1 PM)

November 3 and 4

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeOlICGpNBfkI_giqR_PJwr-IJysVT96lVa_GbWUJj97ovdOw/viewform?usp=header
https://www.signupgenius.com/index.cfm?go=c.SignUpSearch&eid=0DC5CEDCFACDF76C&cs=09B7BADA8FB88B167B7E64735BC19BBD&sortby=startdate
https://www.madison.k12.wi.us/partnerships/volunteering


Fall Conferences
NO SCHOOL

November 10
Chipotle Restaurant Night

November 11
Monthly PTO Meeting

In response to recommendations and requests from families, we have created a
public PTO calendar (click to subscribe). Please let us know what you’d like
to see included.

 

Updates from the School Social Worker

Goodman Center Food Baskets
The Goodman Center will be supporting the community again this year
with fall food baskets. This link is live for families to sign up to receive a
basket. The link will close when they reach capacity or on
10/17. Families will receive a card/email regarding their pick-up time in the
weeks prior to 11/27/25. Please only fill out ONE form for your family,
even if you get this email from multiple schools. 

Toys for Tots
If you would like to receive Toys for Tots this year, please fill out this form
by 4:00 pm on 10/31. Gifts will be delivered to VHE by the week before
Winter Break.

 
MMSD News

Recent updates and opportunities announced by MMSD include:

Volunteer Opportunities
Vaccine Clinics
Advanced Learning Information Night
Mad for Reading

The PTO looks forward to working with MMSD's Director of Family,
Youth and Community Engagement. We are excited to explore
opportunities to partner more with the West-feeding elementary
schools this year and we anticipate the PTO-led work to support
parent and family empowerment groups and meetings last year will

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=Y183ODMwZjJlMDQ4MzZkYTRlMDUxMWI5ZmU0ZjlmM2I1YzhhY2QwOGUyMTEwOTZhYWIyZWYzNTg2YzQ4OTkwODU2QGdyb3VwLmNhbGVuZGFyLmdvb2dsZS5jb20
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=Y183ODMwZjJlMDQ4MzZkYTRlMDUxMWI5ZmU0ZjlmM2I1YzhhY2QwOGUyMTEwOTZhYWIyZWYzNTg2YzQ4OTkwODU2QGdyb3VwLmNhbGVuZGFyLmdvb2dsZS5jb20
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfnMIkVP9EPP7YL2IO1G4s7YlYRsXnMTCEaOn88D9I3nl2tQQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeAZwQC_uViKgFOUwWgDy54wQBAZ0zvli64czfZ0foGpRp1ow/viewform?usp=header
https://www.madison.k12.wi.us/partnerships/volunteering
https://www.madison.k12.wi.us/student-staff-support/health-services/mmsd-vaccine-clinics
https://www.madison.k12.wi.us/about/news/article/~board/calendar-and-logistics/post/attend-advanced-learning-family-information-night-oct-15
https://www.madison.k12.wi.us/about/news/article/~board/newsstories/post/welcome-to-the-new-mad-for-reading-app
https://www.madison.k12.wi.us/about/news/article/~board/newsstories/post/mmsd-welcomes-tyson-jackson-as-new-director-of-family-youth-and-community-engagement-1752088727078


transition to be more school- and MMSD-led this year.

 
Van Hise Spiritwear

Hedgie gear items will be delivered to school
soon.

We anticipate the store will open again before
winter break. Stay tuned for more information.

Are you interested in helping design spiritwear for
VHE? If so, please contact
communications@vanhisepto.org.

Garden and Green Spaces Team
Updates

SAVE THE DATE
Fall Garden Cleanup- Saturday October 25, 2025 from
10:00AM - 1:00PM
Sign Up Here

VHE PTO Garden and Green Spaces Team Meetings - all are welcome. The
committee meets in the VHE library. 

Wednesday, December 3rd from 5:00PM - 6:00PM
Wednesday, February 4th from 5:00PM - 6:00PM
Wednesday, April 8th from 5:00PM - 6:00PM

After School Classes

Fall After School Classes are underway.

We are still in need of volunteer(s) to help coordinate
the program. Please reach out to

prez@vanhisepto.org if you are interested in learning more.

Please share your feedback here so that we can continue to build upon what
works and find ways to improve and make the program even better. 

 
2025-2026 Direct Appeal

Each year, the PTO makes a direct appeal to
raise funds that support our mission.

Funds raised from this appeal will give us the

https://vhestore.com/
mailto:communications@vanhisepto.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090B4AAFA92BAAF49-58467035-draft#/
mailto:prez@vanhisepto.org
https://9jz8iquab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001RS_WoiC2Iya2hHqlSi0hIhg0TwEFkyPyWa0o7tADUYSlizpbazXntaVj46t6FiBXDf6ZMuYR426hF3H3KKj71PLGczI5uMp6F2oX1An7fCc-f_w9kTWMUfuds8IJHBQQ0NvsO4kbk1JrjYOy03k-X2y3sbi8OJ2QEpM6hgYK_jhphJ1aesZzjzideN__iERjHC4425G9ooBPUXtKCVfAqkL5pVcFPd5Rwy-NkbIEoAW-C1xY-NsSDipBqZMPp9E8dpv7JFpkIZZMrqYWhLxrado__jcsS5-z&c=emwHvT-wCHaG2RayLJuaYj4_G7daUhQjwGqBHox8ya2WBzfxkNS6CQ==&ch=f-LsAg4a7pe6jYVqKSrvO1UBYjDHNVPaN1yPhdUk-bNn1ycjPRLXig==
https://9jz8iquab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001RS_WoiC2Iya2hHqlSi0hIhg0TwEFkyPyWa0o7tADUYSlizpbazXntaVj46t6FiBXDf6ZMuYR426hF3H3KKj71PLGczI5uMp6F2oX1An7fCc-f_w9kTWMUfuds8IJHBQQ0NvsO4kbk1JrjYOy03k-X2y3sbi8OJ2QEpM6hgYK_jhphJ1aesZzjzideN__iERjHC4425G9ooBPUXtKCVfAqkL5pVcFPd5Rwy-NkbIEoAW-C1xY-NsSDipBqZMPp9E8dpv7JFpkIZZMrqYWhLxraYe3HzmJZxcu&c=emwHvT-wCHaG2RayLJuaYj4_G7daUhQjwGqBHox8ya2WBzfxkNS6CQ==&ch=f-LsAg4a7pe6jYVqKSrvO1UBYjDHNVPaN1yPhdUk-bNn1ycjPRLXig==


opportunity to continue supporting favorite
events as well as the ability to introduce new
ones. 

We will share more when the direct appeal
officially launches soon.
 

Tuesday, October 21st
11 AM - 9 PM

The PTO receives 25% of total meal purchases throughout the day.



Bucky Books

We are excited to partner with Bucky Books again this year.
The PTO receives $10 for every book purchased. Click
here to purchase your book today!

 
You've reached the end.

​We hope to see you Tuesday, 11/11 at the PTO meeting!

Check www.vanhisepto.org for updates.

https://www.buckybook.com/van-hise-pto-0
http://www.vanhisepto.org
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