
March 2023

NEXT PTO MEETING: Tuesday, March 14 at 6:30 pm. IN PERSON @
VHE in the library & via Zoom. Link HERE.

This is a long email! Make sure to expand your email to view the
whole message. You'll see a singing hedgehog at the end!

www.VanHisePTO.org

Stronger Together in 2022-23

Whew! February was a month filled with action - the
photos below represent one special event, Read
Your Heart Out. This is a district-sponsored event
in celebration of Black History Month. Our school
hosted over 25 readers from across our community
including former students, family members and

community guests. Each classroom hosted 3-6 readers on 2/14/23. Thank you
to everyone who worked to make this a very successful experience for our
hedgies!

February also led to a decrease in the number of students arriving
late. Yeah! We focused on having students in seats by 8:20 so learning could
begin - a challenge given all the winter gear we needed! Thank you to families
supporting our efforts.

Lastly, in February I began to look forward to the 2023-24 school year. Every
year I worked with our district leadership to consider our instructional design for
the year that lies ahead. Van Hise is one of five schools that is projected to
have consistent enrollment. As a result, we had fewer shifts in our overall
budget compared to some of our other district schools.  

This year, I prioritized our need to consider the social-emotional well being of
our students and staff as we continue to navigate a full year without interruption
from the pandemic. Consistency is critical in supporting our mental health and I
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was intentional about maintaining this as I worked to develop our plan for the
coming school year.. More information will be shared about this at our March
PTO meeting - here are a few highlights:

Consistency where possible - No teachers moved from their grade level
for 2023-24 and we have one vacancy for fifth grade.
Increase in Mr. Lynch’s allocation - our art teacher has been 4 days a
week and will now be 5 days!
Decrease in Special Education Assistant allocation - all of our assistants
are returning; however, some voluntarily reduced their hours as overall
we have less students with special education needs for the coming year.
Classroom consistency for fifth grade instruction - in the past, we have
specialized at fifth grade; however, based on the needs of our students
post pandemic along with shifts in curricula demands, we will be shifting
our practice to align with all other grades at Van Hise. Ms. Drenk and Ms.
Mahr will be joined by a new teacher who will have a classroom of
learners.

Please join me at our March PTO meeting as I will discuss further this
instructional design and address any questions.  

I look forward to continuing our work together to finish our 2022-23 school year
strong. On that note, we will be hosting fun events each month including our
“Glow” theme school dance on March 17, from 6 to 8 pm - this is our first school
dance in a couple of years and will feature me as the DJ! We will also enjoy
Spring Break to close out the month. Please enjoy a safe break and reach out if
you have any questions. 

-Mary Seidl, Principal

Events at a Glance | MARCH
 

MARCH 14
PTO Meeting

6:30 in person & via Zoom

MARCH 17
School Glow Dance

Cafeteria
6 - 8:00 pm

 
MARCH 27 - 31

Spring Break

   
Glow Dance
We are excited to have a school dance once again at
VHE. Principal Seidl will serve as the DJ! The Glow
Dance is open to students in all grades and will be held
on:

Friday, March 17th, 6 - 8:00 pm



VHE cafeteria

This event is free. The PTO will provide glow sticks and glow-in-the-dark
tattoos, as well as bottled water. There will be no other food or refreshments
available.

We ask that parents stay on site during this event. In addition to the dance in
the cafeteria, the gyms will be open for those needing a break from the music.

Please consider volunteering for a shift to help make the night a success. One-
hour shifts are available for a variety of roles. Please sign up here. 

The Carnival Needs YOU!
The VHE Carnival is coming next month, and we are
continuing to build our team of volunteers.

The 2023 Carnival will be Friday, April 28. If your
haven't volunteered before or haven't been to a past
carnival - not to worry! There will be guidance all along
the way as well as leadership from our parent

coordinator, Adam Gratch. Please reach out to Adam with any questions
at carnival@vanhisepto.org.

We encourage you to check out different volunteer options available. SIGN UP
TODAY to get involved!

Carnival Volunteer Sign Up

Crossing Guard Job Opening
The City of Madison is looking to hire a crossing
guard for the intersection of Richland Lane and
Segoe Road. This is an important position that
keeps our kids safe. If you're interested in this
opportunity, check out more information HERE.

Box Tops For Education
Some families have been helping the PTO raise money on
an ongoing basis by using Amazon Smile. Recently, the
Amazon Smile program has been discontinued. We
encourage families to check out Box Tops for Education as
an alternative. No need any longer to mail in actual box tops

- families can download the app and scan receipts. Learn more here:
https://www.boxtops4education.com/s/how-to-earn

Madison West Dance Team Clinic
& Spring Showcase 2023

VHE students are invited to sign up for a dance event
run by the West High School Dance Team, coming up
this Saturday, March 11th at West High School. To
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learn more about the event, and to sign up, please
check out the informational document from the Dance Team HERE.

**SIGN UP DEADLINE IS MARCH 9th****SIGN UP DEADLINE IS MARCH 9th**

Please contact coach, Jen Bootz, with any questions: 
Phone: 608-628-7879  
Email: Justjenni76@yahoo.com

Sign Up HERE

From Our Social Worker

Can you help?  Are you starting to do your spring
cleaning and adding to the donation pile? Current
immediate needs are as follows:

beds (several sizes - see me!) and
corresponding sheets and blankets/comforters
lamps (and lightbulbs)
vacuum (reg size, not handheld)
pots & pans
bath towels, kitchen towels
cleaning supplies
microwave
small or medium sized kitchen table and chairs 
TV (nothing huge)

And as always, we are looking for jogging pants, size 5-10.

If you are able to donate anything, reach out to Rachael directly. Her email is
rlnachtwey@madison.k12.wi.us. PLEASE refrain from any drop-offs without
communicating first.) - Thank you!

MSCR Summer Program Registration Timeline
Camps fill up quickly!!

Families in need of financial assistance can submit their registration form and
fee assistance request form prior to the start of registration. If you'd like any
support applying for financial assistance, please contact Rachael no later than
Friday, 3/10/12. (rlnachtwey@madison.k12.wi.us)

The complete digital program guide has been loaded on mscr.org Print
guides are also now available throughout the community (libraries, etc).
March 13 - Resident registration opens at 12 p.m. (noon)
March 29 - Non-resident registration opens at 12 p.m. (noon)

Contact MSCR at mscr@madison.k12.wi.us or 608-204-3000 for more
information.   

Snack Donations
We are collecting snacks to stock up supplies for the
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nurse's office, our social worker, and After School
Classes. Items may be dropped at the front office.
Please mark the donation clearly so that the office
knows where to send the items. Pretzels and nut free
granola bars are preferred Thank you!

Thank You
We wanted to send a heartfelt thank you to all
families who donated to our Staff Appreciation

Hot Chocolate Bar. The next appreciation event will be in April. We will share
plans for how we are going to treat our wonderful teachers and staff in coming
weeks.

Art Room News!
As the clay dust settles and we transition out of
sculpture, it's always so fun to see the
incredible colors produced by our art room
glazes. Check out these awesome ceramic
sculptures, fresh out of the kiln!

In other news, grades 2-5 had fun designing
submissions for the annual Doodle for
Google competition. There were so many

creative doodles based on the prompt of "I am grateful for..." Who knows,
maybe this year the grand prize winner will come from Van Hise!

We are just 2 months away from the 9th
annual VHE Art and Craft Fair! This year the
event will be held on Saturday May 6th in the
Van Hise Gym. More information coming soon
on this year's fair. We are in need of both
planning and day-of volunteers!  Families, if
you are interested in getting involved please
email Mr. Lynch
at kjlynch@madison.k12.wi.us
Student artist sign up forms will be available
within the next couple of weeks.

Artistically Yours,
Mr. Lynch
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Math Workbook Fundraiser
We are again partnering up with Parent Teacher Mode
for a Math Workbook Fundraiser. These are math
workbooks that are purchased at the end of the year and
students can continue their math learning over the
summer. The fundraiser will run from April 17 - May

19.  Scholarships for the workbooks are also available, please contact Rachael
L Nachtwey at rlnachtwey@madison.k12.wi.us.   Further details to follow. 

Art Supply Donation 
Please help support “Genius Hour” and library media
center supplies used across grade levels during Reach
by donating some arts and crafts supplies!
In addition to the list below any and all arts/crafts
supplies are being taken.

Arts/Crafts supply List:
Decorative paper, Envelopes, Card Stock, Construction paper, Paper plates,
Tissue paper, Paper cups, Small paper bags, Sticks, Cardboard tubes or small
boxes, Googly eyes, Pom Poms, Pipe cleaners, Tinfoil, Feathers, Yarn, Rocks,
Fabric, Felt, Beads, Canvas , Wood pieces, Modge podge, Impossible sticks,
Craft paint.

Items may be left in a box outside the library. Please reach out to the librarian,
Jennifer Follett at jafollett@madison.k12.wi.us with any questions.

Playground Volunteers
Thank you to all those who have volunteered
on the playground this school year! If you would

like to continue to be an extra set of eyes and ears outside or if you'd like to try
it for the first time, please head to our sign up page to choose one (or more) 30
minute slots.

*Remember, to volunteer, you must have completed the MMSD steps to
become an "Approved Volunteer" (see the MMSD volunteer page forsee the MMSD volunteer page for
informationinformation). 

Playground Volunteer Sign
Up

You've reached the end. We hope to see you Tuesday,
3/14 at the PTO meeting! Check www.vanhisepto.org for
updates.
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