December 2021
NEXT PTO MEETING: Tuesday, January 11th at 6:30 pm via Zoom
*NO DECEMBER MEETING!
This is a long email! Make sure to expand your email to view the whole
message. You'll see a singing hedgehog at the end!

A Message from
Interim Principal Costello
Dear Families,
I cannot believe how much learning has occurred at Van Hise
Elementary School! We have already completed out first
quarter and I continue to see strong growth for all of our
students. I am proud of the education that we offer our students. Van Hise is a great
place to learn and I am so glad to be a part of it.
One of the best parts of Van Hise School is that we simply never give up on any
child. Our teachers work daily to adjust to the needs of their students. Teachers meet
with their colleagues throughout the week and analyze student learning data. This
process allows teachers to make the best decisions for the what and the how of their
students' learning.
During professional development days such as the one on December 6, our teachers
continue these conversations while learning how to improve their
practice. Additionally, we regularly talk about our students’ social and emotional
development. We believe in educating the whole child and work hard to create an
environment in which all students are able to learn.
As we enter the winter months, please remember to have your children check the lost
and found tables that are located in our hallway. We know many items tend to get lost
during the transitions of recess times. Thank you for being such a caring community,
and specifically for giving us your children to educate.
Sincerely,
Kathy Costello, Interim Principal

Events at a Glance | DECEMBER
DEC 6

DEC 20 - 31

NO SCHOOL

NO SCHOOL

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
No December PTO Meeting.
The next PTO Meeting will be Tuesday, January 11th at 6:30 via Zoom (LINK)

Hedgie Gear Store is Open!
Use the QRS code (right) to get to the site.
Alternatively, you can also find your way to the store
on our PTO website.
Orders received by Dec 9 will receive a 5% discount.
Order by Dec 15 for delivery by Dec 24.

Come play with the kids on the playground
during lunch recess!
Sign up for a shift (or two) to help staff supervise
recess here.

No Parent Engagement Groups this month
Stay tuned for meetings in January
Famiilies of Children with Learning Challenges, Jan 13 @ 6:30 (LINK)
Families with Black and Brown Children, Jan 20 @ 6:30 (LINK)

Leave a Kudoboard Message for Ms. Seidl
Submit a message of support for Ms. Seidl and her family. See below for details!

Hope to see you on VHE sledding hill over break if there's snow!

Messages of Kindness & Support
for Ms. Seidl
As many of you know, Ms. Seidl's husband is battling
cancer. She is currently on leave to be by his side
during these difficult days. To support and uplift Ms.
Seidl, we encourage you to share messages, photos,
and videos on our group Kudoboard.
Kudoboard

...for Your Generosity
Thank you to everyone who donated to the VHE
PTO Annual Appeal! Once again, we are
humbled by the giving spirit of this community.
Your generous donations will help to build strong,
dynamic, and engaged classrooms, and support

students, their families, and the teachers and
staff who work tirelessly to teach our children.

We reached 85% of our fundraising goal.
While the Direct Appeal has officially ended, contributions are welcome all
year round using the donation button on our website.
Whether or not you are able to make a donation, we welcome your unique
voice and the talents you contribute to our school community. Our next
meeting will be held via Zoom on Tuesday, January 11th at 6:30 pm. We
hope you can join us!
With tremendous gratitude,
The Van Hise Parent Teacher Organization

Traffic Safety
Please drive slowly and use caution when coming
and going after drop off / pick up. We want to keep
ALL of our children, families and staff on foot,
bikes, and in cars SAFE! We also want to send a
reminder that using the crosswalks increases the
safety significantly, so make sure to utizlize the crosswalks and crossing
guards!

Thank you for your help!

Carnegie Hall's Weill Music
Institute in NYC Visits VHE
As a leader in music education, Carnegie Hall's Weill
Music Institute in New York City generates new knowledge
through original research and is committed to giving back
to its community and the field. WMI programs are available
digitally through resource pages that compile free, highquality musical activities for educators, families and young musicians.Over 2.5 million
students in 15 countries across 6 continents currently use WMI curriculum, programs and
resources.
Over the last 11 years, VHE music teacher, Margaret Jenks has led teacher professional
development in NYC and across the US for various WMI programs, worked with Carnegie
staff to produce "direct to student" teaching videos--especially for 3-5 grades, and has
taught sample classes in NYC schools to produce teaching videos.
Carnegie has decided to start a podcast on excellence in music education and will start the
first season following three teachers and giving a glimpse into how students are thinking,
performing and experiencing critical thinking through music. They'll be recording and

interviewing a teacher in NYC, a teacher in Texas, and a teacher in Madison, WI (right here
at VHE)! A few years ago, Carnegie sent a film crew to capture some VHE students in
action as part of a commercial for the work that the WMI does, but we've never been a part
of a podcast and are excited for the opportunity. The main target audience for the podcast
will be educators (especially music), but it will be available for anyone to listen to and when
it is produced, we will send out the details.
Students' names (and, of course, images) will not be shared in the podcast. They do not
need to prepare or do anything differently, as the podcast producer will simply be trying to
capture regular days at our school.

How sweet it is to be back in the
Art Room!
The artists of Van Hise have been hard at work this year
exploring new materials, methods, and artistic
ideas. Much like the year's first project: the school-wide
Collaborative Garden, many of our current artworks focus
around how our one piece can be added to the larger
picture. As always, the finished results are bursting with
creativity and down right exploding with color! Below are
some of our final 2D projects that will help bridge the gap between 2021 and 2022's
world of sculpture! ~Mr. Lynch, Art Teacher
Be sure to ask your artists about their projects. The Van Hise
Hedgehogs love to discuss their art!
All the Best,
Mr. Lynch

1st Grade: Pothole Repair
Paper Mosaics

2nd Grade: Eric Carle
Creatures and ClassCollaged Winter World

5th Grade: Collage-Scapes,
displayed around the VHE
Collaborative Garden

4th Grade: Moon Roots!

Kindergarten: Northern
Lights Over a Snippit City!

3rd Grade: A VHE
classic, One-Point
Perspective City Streets

PE @ VHE with Ms. Sorensen

The 4th and 5th graders worked on rackets and
paddles, soccer and rollerblading. Rackets and
paddles is a manipulative skill that works on hand eye
coordination. Their goal is to be able to strike the
object consecutively with a partner or by themselves.
In soccer we worked on dribbling the ball and having
ball and body control. We worked on passing and
receiving as well as some small sided game. We just got into rollerblading
and worked on wearing our protective gear properly and starting to move
on rollerblades. Also with working on our skills we have been practicing
applying strategies and tactics to skills like soccer and recognizing the
value of physical activity.
The 2nd and 3rd graders worked on rackets and paddles, soccer and
rollerblading. They started to explore different types of paddles and
rackets along with being able to strike their object upward trying to make
consecutive hits. In soccer they worked on dribbling with ball and body
control; making sure we can move safely in space while protecting our
soccer ball; and safely changing speeds. In rollerblading we are learning
how to put on our protective gear such as helmet, knee pads, elbow pads
and wrist guards. We will continue to work on standing up and skating
around the gym. We have worked on being responsible movers in the
gym along with working on personal and social behaviors like respecting
others and the equipment.
The kindergartners and 1st graders worked on paddle skills along with
soccer and rollerblading. They used lollipop paddles with balloons and
beanbags and practiced balancing them, catching them and keeping them
in the air. This skill really focuses on hand eye coordination. With soccer
we practiced skills like dribbling by keeping the ball in control and close to
our bodies; trapping the ball when we got close to someone or if the ball
started to move too fast; and taking turns and passing the ball to our
partners. This unit really helped us work on personal and social
behaviors. For rollerblading, we are working on putting our protective gear
on correctly. We practiced putting on helmets, knee pads, elbow pads,
and wrist guards. We will continue to practice rollerblading and start to
skate around the gym.
"The whole is greater than the sum of its
parts" is a quote attributed to Aristotle
(Metaphysics, book VIII), though it may be from even
earlier. It is often used to refer to something that
seems greater than it should be, when you examine
all the pieces that make it up. But sometimes in
examining the details, you get more of an
appreciation for how wonderful something is. For instance, I appreciate Legos more
than I ever thought I would and even have a giant Star Wars Star Destroyer proudly
sitting on our grand piano. Hearing about all of the details and features of this
enormous creation and seeing the time lapse video of the process (which is still really
long), I appreciate the work of my industrious sons and the Star Destroyer more-because I know more about all of the details.
Our current unit in music is called "Sum of the Parts," and we are going to look at the
smaller parts that work together to make up a piece of music: the choices of rhythm
patterns, tempo, melodic direction, instrument choices and more. At the same time,

we will reflect on how something greater can result from the way some ordinary things
are put together. That is also true for the makers of music. When we combine our
skills and voices in thoughtful, intentional ways, the result can be something more
incredible than we are capable of producing on our own. We have already
experienced some of that this year in classes.
Some people translate the Aristotle quote a little differently and say that it has been
misinterpreted and mistranslated and it should read: "The whole is something
besides the parts." That is also true of making music. Studying all the parts and
putting them together accurately grows appreciation and understanding, but there is
expression, feeling and connection that is definitely "something besides the parts"
and we are so fortunate to get to experience that "something" as we create and make
music in class.
~Ms. Jenks, Music Teacher

MEET OUR NEW STRINGS
TEACHER

th
Hello, I am Niiki Hakala, the new 5 Grader Strings teacher for Van
Hise! I have been a fan of Madison for a long time, and I’m thrilled that I
found my way here to continue my teaching career!
This is my 20th year teaching, but this is my very first year teaching

strings and orchestra. I taught high school band my previous 19 years, plus also 5th grade and
middle school band the last 12 years as well. I hope to eventually get back to teaching band, but I
may fall in love with orchestra and stay a strings teacher for the rest of my career! I am really
enjoying working with a whole new group of instruments, and all the learning challenges they
present.
I come from a fairly small family. Growing up in Junction City, WI, it was just my mom, dad, and
brother Matt. My dad has passed away, but my mom and brother are just a quick hop away. My
mom lives in Beaver Dam, and my brother (and his family) live in Waupun. As for me, my two cats
Layla and Shyla have been moving all over Wisconsin with me for the last 13 years or so. Most
recently, we lived for two years in Ontario (Wisconsin, not Canada) but the area was too remote and
isolated for me. Add in the Covid-19 pandemic, and it was not a good time. But as they say,
everything happens for a reason.
How did I become a music teacher? I’ve always loved music in some form and working with kids.
The first musical instrument I ever learned was the viola, but I quit after only one year. At the time, I
was struggling with reading alto clef, and quit orchestra to join band as a “drummer," thinking that
drummers wouldn’t have to read notes, ha! I started playing snare drum in 6th grade and I
eventually learned ALL of the percussion instruments, specializing on timpani and marimba. In
college, I gave two solo recitals (yes, I read music for both of them!) and performed in MANY
concerts in between.
As a child, I initially wanted to be a ballerina when I grew up. Around 5th grade, I decided that really
wasn’t a practical idea, so I decided I would become a dance teacher. I then started to really enjoy
my band and choir classes and made the decision to quit dance class to focus on my new passion.
While I continued to dance as part of my junior high and high school dance teams, I also joined jazz
band, vocal jazz, and marching band. In the summers, I volunteered as a counselor at 4-H summer
camps. That’s when I realized I could combine my love of kids and music, and become a music
teacher!

I am the only official musician in my family. I’m also one of few in my extended family who went to
college. I graduated from UW-Stevens Point with a Bachelor’s degree in Instrumental Music. I
actually started working on my Master’s degree there as well, but never completed the program
because of time constraints and moving away from the Stevens Point area. But now that I’m here in
Madison, I hope to eventually complete my Master’s program at UW-Madison.
As an instrumental teacher, I needed to learn how to play all the instruments I was teaching. So in
addition to percussion, I can now play flute, clarinet, saxophone, trumpet, french horn, trombone,
and baritone. I also taught guitar classes for a few years so taught myself guitar as well. Now that
I’m an orchestra teacher, I am learning the string instruments very quickly. I wasn’t sure there was
any more room in my brain to learn even MORE instruments… but so far, so good!
My experience at Van Hise so far has been great! Through the years, I’ve discovered that my
favorite age group to teach is 5 th and 6th grade. Students at that age are so open to learning how to
play musical instruments, and every achievement is huge and celebrated. I’m very happy that every
5 th grader at Van Hise gets the opportunity to take part in strings class. There are many school
districts in Wisconsin that don’t have an Orchestra program at all. Our Van Hise students are
receiving an education that many students their age don’t!
Every 5 th grader at Van Hise has Strings Class twice a week for 45 minutes each. This class
prepares the kids to continue playing through middle school at Hamilton, with me once again as
their teacher! Hopefully many of the students will choose to continue playing all the way through
high school at West. Playing an instrument can be a lifelong skill. I’ve played in several semiprofessional orchestras through the years. It was awesome to see high school students playing
alongside adults that were well past middle age. With all the performance opportunities in Madison,
I someday hope to play in an orchestra with former students of mine!

Community Needs
Many thanks to all who have donated winter gear
and cozy clothes! We are all set on donations
for the time being. Additional needs will be
posted on the VHE PTO website as they arise.
Your generosity is so appreciated!
If your child and/or your family are interested in ice
skating this winter and need ice skates, please contact
school social worker, Rachael Nachtwey!

MMSD Advanced Learning
Advisory Committee Meeting
Thurs, Dec 9, 6:00 - 8:00 PM
MMSD is excited to continue partnering with families and the community to
discover more about Advanced Learning opportunities. Join us virtually on
December 9 to hear from presenter Tammie Steward (Northwestern University's
Talent Development programs) on scholarship opportunities. Dr. Donna Ford,
Professor of Education and Human Ecology at Ohio State University's College
of Education and Human Ecology, will assist with discussions and
conversations surrounding Talent Development programming. View the
agenda for the evening.

We hope you can join us online for this amazing night of learning and planning.
Parents and community members are encouraged to attend. Please register in
advance. Register here. Contact: Sharon Alexander, Advanced Learning,
syalexander@madison.k12.wi.us

BUCKY BOOKS
Purchase a Bucky Book HERE and $10 of the sale is donated back
to the Van Hise PTO. Plus free shipping to your home!
*Promotion runs until January!

Madison West Dance Team Winter Dance Clinic
January 8th
Grades K-5th: 9AM to Noon

Grades 6th-8th: Noon to 3PM

**********SIGN UP DEADLINE IS JANUARY 3rd, 2022***********
Our K-5 dancers will learn one routine, 6th-8th graders another. Both will be
performed back to back at halftime of the boys basketball game on 1/11/2022. We'll
also work on dance skills, body control & form, and play some fun dance related
games. All participants receive Poms and a Madison West Dance Team t-shirt.
Location: Madison West High School, 30 Ash St. Madison, WI 53726, Stevens
Gym-entrance on Regent St
Cost: $45 per student, Sibling Discount- $5 per registration
More Info & Sign Up

You've reached the end. We hope to see you Tuesday,
1/11 at the PTO meeting! Check www.vanhisepto.org for
updates.





