
November 2025

NEXT PTO MEETING: Tuesday, November 11th at 6:30pm.
IN PERSON @ VHE in the library. Zoom link HERE

This is a long email! Make sure to expand your email to view the
whole message. You'll see a singing hedgehog at the end!

​www.VanHisePTO.org

November Newsletter Items Include:
PTO Meeting Tuesday, November 11
Direct Appeal
November Events
Updates from the School Social Worker
Kinder Community Drive
MMSD News
Hedgie Gear
Garden and Green Spaces
After School Classes
Upcoming Reminders: Direct Appeal + Chipotle + Shake Shack + Bucky Book + Minted

We Welcome YOU!

Our next PTO Meeting is Tuesday, November 11th.
​

Join us for our second PTO meeting of the year! We will review
and approve Fall 2025 grant applications.

The VHE PTO (Parent Teacher Organization) is a volunteer-run organization
that works to engage our school community and enhance classroom learning by
providing volunteer and monetary support to a broad range of events and
projects that benefit students, teachers and families. All are members.

Please send any questions or agenda items to prez@vanhisepto.org.

We are still looking for volunteers -
At-large Board Members
Carnival Coordinator
Volunteer Coordinator
After School Class Coordinator
Playground Fund Committee Members

If you have any feedback or thoughts about how to engage this year - please
use the Hedgie Feedback Form.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82315088072?pwd=6PofMNeB7o8j8QFxtPlx0E9arR2UOI.1
http://www.vanhisepto.org
https://www.vanhisepto.org/_files/ugd/efb367_bc9dd44614004c6cac513db34ff4f54e.pdf
mailto:prez@vanhisepto.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfxbDSSJXWJ1CwmvsPvd_IlOIO8XvLsJ2LTw5BpbtCeZ7O6hQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://givebutter.com/VHEdirectappeal2526
https://airtable.com/appEBVQLNzeWcXW13/pagCDSQKlmw21toBL/form
http://vanhisepto.org
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=madison&nav=a6aa54db-3ffa-4832-bf24-0281a7e486c0


If you want to be contacted about opportunities to volunteer or have specific
availability or interests, please consider submitting a volunteer interest form. 

You can also visit the VHE PTO sign-up genius page to see what
opportunities are available to support our school community. 

If you plan to volunteer with VHE, MMSD requires volunteers at school-based
events involving kids (including field trips) to be approved. Please work through
the MMSD volunteer page to get approved or check your current status.

​2025-2026 Direct Appeal

Over the next month, the PTO will share our
fundraising progress and remind the community of some of the ways in
which the dollars raised have been and will be spent. Due to some
uncertainties and new costs not accounted for in the operating budget the
PTO approved in September, our direct appeal may be our primary
fundraising opportunity this year.

The PTO puts every dollar raised back into the community.
Supports new staff to help build classroom libraries - and we have
one of the largest classes of new teachers this year!
Celebrates and supports all staff through stipends, grants,
celebrations and recognitions throughout the school year.
Builds community through events and programming.
Provides scholarships, and spirit wear and yearbooks for all students.
Invests in the gardens and green spaces across the campus.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeOlICGpNBfkI_giqR_PJwr-IJysVT96lVa_GbWUJj97ovdOw/viewform?usp=header
https://www.signupgenius.com/index.cfm?go=c.SignUpSearch&eid=0DC5CEDCFACDF76C&cs=09B7BADA8FB88B167B7E64735BC19BBD&sortby=startdate
https://www.madison.k12.wi.us/partnerships/volunteering
https://www.vanhisepto.org/direct-appeal-2025-26
https://givebutter.com/VHEdirectappeal2526


Events at a Glance | NOVEMBER and DECEMBER

November 10
Chipotle Restaurant Night

November 11
Monthly PTO Meeting (6.30 PM)
VHE Library and Zoom

November 14
Picture Day Retake
Wear Purple - Homelessness Awareness Month

November 18
Shake Shack Fundraiser (11 AM - 9 PM)

November 26-28
NO SCHOOL - FALL BREAK

December 1
NO SCHOOL - STAFF ONLY

https://www.vanhisepto.org/_files/ugd/efb367_bc9dd44614004c6cac513db34ff4f54e.pdf
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88548692087?pwd=aUE3Vnh0YjBkTzVvVmZuc1hoRFA5UT09


December 3
Garden and Green Spaces Team Meeting (5 - 6 PM)

December 9
No PTO Meeting

In response to recommendations and requests from families, we have created a
public PTO calendar (click to subscribe). Please let us know what you’d like
to see included.

 

Updates from the School Social Worker

VHE RESOURCE ROOM
The VHE Resource Room was created to help our community alleviate any
financial stressors that they are facing. We want all of our students to have
access to some basic needs so they can engage in academic, social and play
activities at school. This is available to the entire VHE community.

Families can put in one request per month using this form. Requests will be
accepted until the school year ends or supplies run out.This program is
made possible by the generosity of our community. Please request only
what you need so we can support as many families as possible. There are
no requirements or questions asked to access the resource room. Once
you have completed the form, please allow one week to receive the
supplies. 

Information is confidential and not shared. School Social Worker, Amy Robel,
manages the requests and the resource room.

November is Homelessness Awareness Month. 
Homelessness does not discriminate, it can affect anyone from all walks of life,
including various ages, race, gender or background due to a wide range of
causes like increasing rent/housing costs, job loss, illness, etc. Last year,
MMSD identified over 1400 students that were experiencing homelessness. At
VHE, we will wear PURPLE on 11/14 to increase awareness.

Help the Kinders Help the
Community!

The kindergarten classes at Van Hise are

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=Y183ODMwZjJlMDQ4MzZkYTRlMDUxMWI5ZmU0ZjlmM2I1YzhhY2QwOGUyMTEwOTZhYWIyZWYzNTg2YzQ4OTkwODU2QGdyb3VwLmNhbGVuZGFyLmdvb2dsZS5jb20
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=Y183ODMwZjJlMDQ4MzZkYTRlMDUxMWI5ZmU0ZjlmM2I1YzhhY2QwOGUyMTEwOTZhYWIyZWYzNTg2YzQ4OTkwODU2QGdyb3VwLmNhbGVuZGFyLmdvb2dsZS5jb20
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScJE1Yx3XbHWct-deKdQVcMnrfRKkYorgfrAxH4L1_xzfXeOQ/viewform?usp=dialog


sponsoring a community food drive to help our
neighbors in the Madison area who are
experiencing food insecurity. Items will be collected
November 5th through November 21st. 

 
More information can be found here.​

 
MMSD News

Recent updates and opportunities announced by MMSD include:

MMSD Food Pantries
Volunteer Opportunities
Advanced Learning Advisory Committee
MSCR Feedback Opportunity
Mad for Reading

The PTO looks forward to working with MMSD's Director of Family,
Youth and Community Engagement. We are excited to explore
opportunities to partner more with the West-feeding elementary
schools this year and we anticipate the PTO-led work to support
parent and family empowerment groups and meetings last year will
transition to be more school- and MMSD-led this year.

 
Van Hise Spiritwear

Hedgie gear will be available to order December 1
through December 5, with deliveries expected to the
school the week of December 8.

Are you interested in helping design spiritwear for
VHE? If so, please contact
communications@vanhisepto.org.

Garden and Green Spaces Team
Updates
Thank you to everyone who volunteered to clean the
gardens in October. There were a record number of
families who showed up in the cold rain to help.

VHE PTO Garden and Green Spaces Team Meetings - all
are welcome. The committee meets in the VHE library. 

Wednesday, December 3rd from 5:00PM - 6:00PM
Wednesday, February 4th from 5:00PM - 6:00PM
Wednesday, April 8th from 5:00PM - 6:00PM

https://www.vanhisepto.org/_files/ugd/efb367_2acb81cbde044df59119afbd997f2709.pdf
https://www.madison.k12.wi.us/food-service/mmsd-food-pantries
https://www.madison.k12.wi.us/partnerships/volunteering
https://www.madison.k12.wi.us/about/news/article/~board/calendar-and-logistics/post/families-students-invited-to-join-advanced-learning-advisory-committee
https://www.madison.k12.wi.us/about/news/article/~board/calendar-and-logistics/post/your-voice-matters-share-your-input-with-mscr
https://www.madison.k12.wi.us/about/news/article/~board/newsstories/post/welcome-to-the-new-mad-for-reading-app
https://www.madison.k12.wi.us/about/news/article/~board/newsstories/post/mmsd-welcomes-tyson-jackson-as-new-director-of-family-youth-and-community-engagement-1752088727078
https://vhestore.com/
mailto:communications@vanhisepto.org


After School Classes

At this time, the school and district have confirmed
that Fall After School Classes may continue through
the end of 2025. The PTO is committed to working
with the school and district to understand what may

be possible for 2026.

We are still in need of volunteer(s) to help coordinate the program. Please
reach out to prez@vanhisepto.org if you are interested in learning more.

Please share your feedback here so that we can continue to build upon what
works and find ways to improve and make the program even better. 

 

mailto:prez@vanhisepto.org
https://9jz8iquab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001RS_WoiC2Iya2hHqlSi0hIhg0TwEFkyPyWa0o7tADUYSlizpbazXntaVj46t6FiBXDf6ZMuYR426hF3H3KKj71PLGczI5uMp6F2oX1An7fCc-f_w9kTWMUfuds8IJHBQQ0NvsO4kbk1JrjYOy03k-X2y3sbi8OJ2QEpM6hgYK_jhphJ1aesZzjzideN__iERjHC4425G9ooBPUXtKCVfAqkL5pVcFPd5Rwy-NkbIEoAW-C1xY-NsSDipBqZMPp9E8dpv7JFpkIZZMrqYWhLxrado__jcsS5-z&c=emwHvT-wCHaG2RayLJuaYj4_G7daUhQjwGqBHox8ya2WBzfxkNS6CQ==&ch=f-LsAg4a7pe6jYVqKSrvO1UBYjDHNVPaN1yPhdUk-bNn1ycjPRLXig==
https://9jz8iquab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001RS_WoiC2Iya2hHqlSi0hIhg0TwEFkyPyWa0o7tADUYSlizpbazXntaVj46t6FiBXDf6ZMuYR426hF3H3KKj71PLGczI5uMp6F2oX1An7fCc-f_w9kTWMUfuds8IJHBQQ0NvsO4kbk1JrjYOy03k-X2y3sbi8OJ2QEpM6hgYK_jhphJ1aesZzjzideN__iERjHC4425G9ooBPUXtKCVfAqkL5pVcFPd5Rwy-NkbIEoAW-C1xY-NsSDipBqZMPp9E8dpv7JFpkIZZMrqYWhLxraYe3HzmJZxcu&c=emwHvT-wCHaG2RayLJuaYj4_G7daUhQjwGqBHox8ya2WBzfxkNS6CQ==&ch=f-LsAg4a7pe6jYVqKSrvO1UBYjDHNVPaN1yPhdUk-bNn1ycjPRLXig==


Tuesday, November 18
11 AM - 9 PM

The PTO receives 25% of total meal purchases throughout the day.

Bucky Books

We are excited to partner with Bucky Books again this year.
The PTO receives $10 for every book purchased. Click
here to purchase your book today!

Minted
Shop & Support Van Hise: Every stationery and gift purchase helps our school!

​Purchase items from Minted year-round with promo code FUNDRAISEVHPTO
to get 20% off your order and 10% will be donated back to the VHE PTO. ​​

 
You've reached the end.

​We hope to see you Tuesday, 11/11 at the PTO meeting!

Check www.vanhisepto.org for updates.

https://www.buckybook.com/van-hise-pto-0
http://minted.com/
http://www.vanhisepto.org
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